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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN 

Government Relations 

 
To:  National Board Members 
From: Jan Erickson, NOW Government Relations Director* 
Date: June 26, 2025 
 
 
Cruel Blow to Healthcare Access and Other Critical Programs in GOP Spending Bill 

The Senate is continuing to wrangle over what is not a “Big Beautiful Bill” that many believe 
is really a Big Brutal Bill where millions of Americans will lose critical funding in an array of 
human needs programs. A key vote may take place Friday, June 27; some say that the final 
vote may not even happen on a targeted deadline of July 4th, Independence Day. 

The proposed Continuing Resolution (CR) includes sweeping cuts to Medicaid, Medicare, 
and the Affordable Care Act (ACA), decimating healthcare access for millions. The 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that 16 million people will lose health 
insurance under this bill, including 10.9 million losing Medicaid, Medicare, or ACA coverage 
directly due to rollbacks, and another 5.1 million losing ACA insurance because the 
expanded Premium Tax Credit is not renewed. The impact is staggering according to 
researchers; over 51,000 people will die annually due to these changes. From 2013 to 
2023, the uninsured rate among working adults fell from 20.4% to 11% thanks to the ACA. 
That progress is now at risk of being entirely reversed.   

Hunger and Hardship for Millions of Families  

The bill would gut critical safety net programs, especially SNAP, leaving vulnerable 
populations more exposed to hunger. Around 8 million people, including 2.5 million 
children and over half a million seniors or disabled adults, would lose some or all food 
assistance due to expanded work-reporting requirements. That is 1 in 5 SNAP participants. 
The bill also targets immigrants: between 120,000 and 250,000 lawfully present 
immigrants, including 50,000 children, would lose SNAP benefits, affecting families here 
for humanitarian reasons. Al of this comes despite strong public support, where 87% of 
voters want Medicaid funding to stay the same or increase, and 75% believe the U.S. 
spends too little or the right amount on nutrition aid.  

*With the assistance of NOW Intern Afroza Keya 
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Regressive and Discriminatory Tax Cuts  

The bill’s tax provisions overwhelmingly benefit the wealthiest Americans. In 2026, the 
poorest 20% of Americans would receive just 1% of the net tax cuts, while the richest 20% 
would get 69%, and the top 5% would gain 44% alone, according to the institute on Tax and 
Economic Policy. The bottom 10%, households making under $17,000 a year, would lose 
$820 in combined tax hikes and lost services. Meanwhile, the top 0.1%, those earning over 
$4.3 million, would receive a $390,070 windfall, as projected by the Penn-Wharton Budget 
Model. The bill extended tax loopholes for the rich while clawing back critical tax credits for 
working families, particularly for renewable energy investments, which could cost average 
households an extra $400 annually on utility bills.  

Environmental Rollback and Corporate Giveaways  

The bill undermines environmental progress by repealing federal tax credits for clean 
energy sources like wind, solar, and batteries, key drivers of the energy transition. This 
rollback would not only increase annual energy costs but also stall job creation in one of 
the fastest-growing sectors. At the same time, it lavishes generous breaks on corporations 
and top earners through expanded pass-through deductions and state tax workarounds. 
The net result is a package of corporate giveaways at the expense of working families, 
public health, and long-term climate goals, at a time when bold investment is needed to 
meet emission targets and reduce environmental inequities.  

Unpopular and Fiscally Irresponsible  

Despite its branding, the “Big Beautiful Bill” is unpopular and misleading. A Quinnipiac poll 
shows 53% of voters opposes the bill. Supporters claim it reduces the deficit, but CBO 
finds the bill increases the federal deficit by $2.4 trillion, and potentially over $3 trillion 
including interest. The White House's promised $1.7 trillion in “savings” rely on accounting 
gimmicks, like assuming policies Congress has not passed or cuts to programs that 
disproportionately harm the poor. Overall, the bill prioritizes tax cuts for the ultra-wealthy 
and corporations, while undermining women, children, immigrants, the elderly, and 
working-class Americans.  

Negative Implications for Planned Parenthood from “Big, Beautiful Bill”  

The “Big, Beautiful Bill” currently awaiting a Senate vote, includes significant proposed cuts 
to federal healthcare spending, particularly Medicaid. If enacted, the bill would reduce 
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Medicaid funding and restrict the ability of certain providers, especially Planned 
Parenthood.  

Planned Parenthood provides care to over 2.1 million patients each year across the United 
States. More than half of these patients are covered through publicly funded health 
programs like Medicaid. In 2021, 11% of female Medicaid beneficiaries ages 15 to 49 who 
received family planning services accessed them through Planned Parenthood clinics. In 
2023, the organization delivered approximately 36% of all Title X family planning services 
nationwide, making it one of the largest providers of reproductive health services in the 
country.   

All state Medicaid programs are federally required to cover family planning services, 
including contraception, STI services, Pap smears, and pelvic and breast exams, without 
cost-sharing for beneficiaries. Planned Parenthood plays a critical role in providing these 
services. In California, for example, 29% of Medicaid family planning patients rely on 
Planned Parenthood.  

If the current bill passes, Planned Parenthood would be prohibited from billing Medicaid for 
any services, including preventive care such as cancer screenings, wellness exams, and 
birth control. This change would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars in 
annual Medicaid reimbursements, significantly affecting the organization’s ability to deliver 
services, especially to uninsured, underinsured, and low-income individuals and Black 
women and Latinas who disproportionately rely on Medicaid. (From a Planned Parenthood 
Statement, June 25, 2025) 

Late-breaking news: the Senate Parliamentarian has disallowed significant parts of the 
Big Brutal Bill – in particular, certain changes to Medicaid that would cost states hundreds 
of billions of dollars.  The Senate Republicans are scrambling to see what they can do 
about this.  Stay Tuned. 

 

Statistics Project Devastating Impacts  

A group in which NOW has long participated, Human Needs Coalition, has put together 
the following analysis. 

How many deaths are acceptable to pay for rich people’s tax breaks?  

June 23, 2025 

The House has passed a budget reconciliation bill, and now the Senate is taking up its 
version, which it hopes to pass before leaving for the July 4th recess. Health economists at 
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the University of Pennsylvania have estimated that a bill like the House bill would lead 
to 51,000 preventable deaths each year. We have to ask Senators if they believe 
thousands of deaths is an acceptable price to offset some of the cost of the trillions in tax 
breaks in this bill.  

As more of what the bill does becomes clear, the public opposes it by almost two to one 
margin. The public overwhelmingly supports Medicaid and SNAP/food and nutrition 
assistance – three-quarters or even more oppose cuts in these basic needs programs. 
Despite this, the House and Senate Republican leadership are pushing hard for this bill. 
What do they want the most? Trillions of dollars in tax breaks that overwhelmingly benefit 
people with the highest incomes, and more funding to detain and remove immigrants, 
without due process and even when they are here legally. 

51,000  
More than 51,000 people will die each year because of the cuts to Medicaid, 
Medicare, the Affordable Care Act, and the lowered requirements for nursing 
home staffing in the House-passed Brutal Budget Bill. 

16 million  

That’s how many will lose health insurance if the House bill passes, according 
to the Congressional Budget Office. 10.9 million will lose Medicaid, Medicare, 
or Affordable Care Act (ACA) coverage because of cutbacks in the 
bill.  Another 5.1 million will lose ACA insurance mostly because of the failure 
to extend the current expanded Premium Tax Credit. 

20.4% down 
to 11%  

From 2013 to 2023, the number of uninsured working age people declined 
from 20.4% to 11%, because of the ACA and its expansion of Medicaid.  But 
with 16 million people expected to lose health insurance, those gains are 
likely to be reversed.  You can find your state’s perhaps temporary reduction in 
the number of uninsured here. 

8 million; 
1 in 5  

About 8 million people live in households that would lose some or all of their 
SNAP food assistance, including about 2.5 million children and over half a 
million adults who are aged 65 or older or have a disability, because someone 
in the household is subject to the newly expanded work reporting 
requirement. That’s roughly 1 in 5 SNAP participants. (See state data on the 
number of people at risk here.) 

  

120,000 – 
250,000  

CBO estimates between 120,000 – 250,000 immigrants here lawfully and now 
eligible for SNAP benefits would lose them if the Big Brutal Bill is enacted, 

https://ldi.upenn.edu/our-work/research-updates/research-memo-projected-mortality-impacts-of-the-budget-reconciliation-bill/
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2025-06/Wyden-Pallone-Neal_Letter_6-4-25.pdf
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/scorecard/2025/jun/2025-scorecard-state-health-system-performance
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/tracking-senate-action-on-tax-and-budget-reconciliation-plan?entry_uuid=d473e392-d18c-43e0-9a5f-23477c9a7457#entry
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/expanded-work-requirements-in-senate-agriculture-committee-proposal-would
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2025-05/Klobuchar-Craig-Letter-SNAP_5-22-25.pdf
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including 50,000 children. These include people here for humanitarian 
reasons. See state data here. 

  

53% – 27%  

By an almost two to one margin, voters polled by Quinnepiac oppose the bill 
in Congress misnamed the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” (OBBB). 

  

87%; 75%  

The public overwhelmingly supports Medicaid and food aid. 87% of voters 
polled think Medicaid funding should increase or stay the same.  75% say the 
U.S. is spending either too little or the right amount on nutrition assistance. 

  

$400  

Expected annual increase in an average family’s household energy 
bill because of the budget bill’s elimination of federal tax credits for low-
carbon sources of electricity like wind, solar, batteries and geothermal power. 

  

1%; 69%; 
44%  

The poorest fifth of Americans would receive 1 percent of the bill’s net tax 
cuts in 2026 while the richest fifth would receive 69 percent and the richest 5 
percent alone would get nearly half (44 percent) of the net tax cuts that year, 
according to the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP). 

  

-$820; 
+$390,070  

If the Big Brutal Budget Bill passes, taking into account the loss of services 
like Medicaid and SNAP plus the impact of the tax cuts:  in 2026, the lowest 
10th, with incomes up to $17,000/yr, would lose $820; while the richest one-
tenth of 1%, with incomes above $4.3 million, would gain $390,070, 
according to the Penn-Wharton Budget Model. 

  

These are shocking statistics - it is critically important to call your Senators 

That’s not what voters want. Please, right away, tell your Senators to defend SNAP and 
Medicaid, and reject a bill that will lead to 51,000 preventable deaths a year. 

 

  

https://www.cbpp.org/research/immigration/house-republican-reconciliation-bill-takes-away-health-coverage-food
https://poll.qu.edu/images/polling/us/us06112025_usfa29.pdf
https://poll.qu.edu/images/polling/us/us06112025_usfa29.pdf
https://poll.qu.edu/images/polling/us/us06112025_usfa29.pdf
https://apnorc.org/projects/few-want-spending-on-federal-benefit-programs-reduced/
https://apnorc.org/projects/few-want-spending-on-federal-benefit-programs-reduced/
https://www.rff.org/publications/issue-briefs/projected-impacts-of-repealing-the-section-45y-and-48e-technology-neutral-clean-electricity-tax-credits/
https://www.rff.org/publications/issue-briefs/projected-impacts-of-repealing-the-section-45y-and-48e-technology-neutral-clean-electricity-tax-credits/
https://itep.org/testimony-amy-hanauer-reconciliation-spotlight-forum/
https://budgetmodel.wharton.upenn.edu/issues/2025/5/23/house-reconciliation-bill-budget-economic-and-distributional-effects-may-22-2025
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/defend-snap-and-medicaid
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/defend-snap-and-medicaid
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