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Approved by the National NOW Board on December 14, 2024 

 

 

Meeting called to order at  11:03 AM. 

Vice President Bear Atwood did the Roll Call: 
Present: 

Rose Brunache 
Beth Corbin 

Alexia Emuze 
Katonya Hart 
Sharon Lockhart. 

Carolyn Maloney 
Judi Marraccini 
Mary Mosley  
Jerilyn Stapleton 
Laura Welch 

Christian Nunes 

Bear Atwood 
Ellie Smeal- Advisory Board 
Linda Berg- Linda Berg- Advisory Board 

Not Present:- Kim Villanueva 
 
Adoption of Agenda: The agenda was amended for the following reasons. 

• Laura Welch moves to change the resolutions to after when the lawyers speak to make sure we get to 

them 

• Motion to move resolutions to 12:00 

• Discussion? No hands raised 

• All in favor of shifting the time of resolutions from 2:00 to noon, and adding 15 minutes, if possible, for 

comments 

• 8 votes in favor 

• 0 votes opposing 

• 0 abstentions  

Final approval of the: 
Moved Beth Corbin: I move we approve the amended agenda. 
Jerilyn Stapleton: second 
Approved adoption of amended agenda at 11:15 am 

 
Approval of adoption of the minutes 

• Motion: tabling of the minutes approved at 11:18 AM 

Katonya Hart moved. 

• Bear Atwood seconded. 



 

• Discussion: none 

• All in favor of tabling adoption of the July minutes until the December meeting: 8 

• 0 oppositions 

• 2 abstentions 

 
Resolutions from Convention 
 

1. First resolution is combatting islamophobia and including Muslim women in leadership 

positions. 

 
No discussion on this resolution.  
B: Ready to move to a vote on the entire resolution? 
On those in favor: 9 yes 
No opposition 
No abstentions  
Resolution passes 
 

2.Resolution for a Global Feminism Policy 

Jerilyn Stapleton: move to adopt the resolution.  
Beth Corbin: Second 

 
Discussion:  
 

Christian Nunes:  I don't understand how this is a global feminism policy, i am confused. too many random 

things thrown together. I decline voting for it, making a motion that it’s referred to our instructions and process 

committee to be rewritten. 
 
Laura Welch: I would agree I got very confused by this, too much thrown in. All of this is part of our 

organizational structure, so i would agree this needs more work. 
 
Motion:  Jerilyn Stapleton: I move that we refer this to the committee to rework it.  

Laura Welch: Second 
Discussion 
 

Katonya Hart: Did the chair of the committee make this resolution? (Answer: Yes, the chair of the global 

feminism committee made this resolution) 
 
All in favor raise your hands - 9 in favor, Bear Atwood opposed, 0 abstentions. 

Motion to refer passed. 

 
Broke to hear from the attorneys. 



 

 
Bylaws Amendments Chart Presentation by Non-Profit Attorneys 
The attorneys had questions concerning the new Bylaws concern the Executive Director 
and needed clarification on intent of the bylaws. 
 
 
Conclusion: Will wait for them to make changes and report back if there is motion - no motion. 
 
Condemning dehumanization of women by language usage 
Moved 
Rose Brunache: Yes 
Beth Corbin: Second. 

 

Discussion 
 
Christian Nunes: I disagree with this resolution completely. To be inclusive, we can’t refer to every person who 

can become pregnant as a woman if they do not see themselves as women, and sometimes it’s non-binary. I 

am against this. I yield. 
 
Beth Corbin: As a nonbinary person, I want women to be seen as the leaders and primary organizers within 

NOW. if someone wants to make that motion, I would support including women and the other categories. 
 
Laura:  I agree with Christian. 
 
Rose: I don’t see how this excludes anybody, calling women vagina-havers or menstruaters is dehumanizing. I 

think people are overthinking this, not everything has to be inclusive. It’s not about marginalizing people. 
 

Bear: I completely agree with Christian that it goes against our core issues. I also don’t think its dehumanizing 

to refer to people who menstruate. I vote no. 
 

Christian Nunes: I also agree that this resolution is not appropriate for now. A lot of this language we do not 

use, if we are making this resolution, it is not appropriate to what we are already doing in our comms and 

messaging.  
 

Rose Brunch: This type of language is only being directed towards women. It is not about marginalizing non-

binary people. I really recommend people vote for this. 
 

Roll Call vote was done: 
Rose: yes 
Beth: yes 
Alexia: ?? 



 

Katonya: No 
Sharon: Abstain 
Judi M: No 
Mary Mosley : Yes 
Jerilyn: No 
Laura: No 
Christian: No 
Bear: No 
 
In favor: 3 
No: 6 
Abstention: 1 
Resolution does not pass. 
 
 Financial Statements by Dina Ramirez & Christian Nunes was presented. 
 
Break 7 minutes. 

 

President’s Christian Nunes report -was part of the Board packet and shared with the board. 
 
Vice President’s Report Bear Atwood - was part of the Board packet and shared with the board. 

 
Reports presented were part of the Board packet. 
Digital Media Report  
 
Comms Report 
 
Chapters Report 
 
Membership Report 
 
Development Report 
 
Political Directors’ Report 
 
Government Relations Report 
 
Program Reports 
 
Approval of updated procedure to appoint board members  



 

Motion: Sharon Lockhart: I move for mandatory professional board training for directors and executive 

officers after each election within 60 days and prior to the first new board meeting <— $125 per person or 

group, she does not remember 
 

Katonya Hart: second 
No discussion 
Vote: 
All in favor: 9 
No: 0 
Abstention: 0 
Motion Passed  
 

Reviewing the updated approval for procedure to appoint board members - process for filling 

vacancies on the NOW Board 
Motion to approve updated vacancy policy: Jerilyn Stapleton 
Second: Bear Atwood 
No discussion, vote: 
In favor: 10 
0 no, 0 abstention 
 
2)15 minutes for membership open call/public comment 

 

Meeting adjourned  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


