
Memorandum 

National Organization for Women Foundation 

 

To: National Organization for Women Foundation Board Members 

From: Jan Erickson - Director, Foundation Programs 

Date: September 11, 2024 

 

Bindslev v. Silva 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 

Issues: Domestic Violence 

Docket No, 24-21088 

Bindslev v. Silva deals with the issue of domestic violence. Ms. Silva fled Denmark with her child I., 
due to the extreme abuse and control that her ex-partner, Mr. Bindslev, was imposing upon them. 
After a three-day trial, the courts found that Mr. Bindslev had met his prima facie burden and 
ordered that Ms. Silva and I. return to Denmark. Although Ms. Silva argued that returning to 
Denmark would prove a grave risk to her and her child, the court ruled that Denmark “is fully 
capable of protecting the child, if necessary,”. However, the court did not state whether or not they 
investigated if a grave risk exists for the appellant. Additionally, the ameliorative measures put forth 
by this case would be outside of the powers of the U.S. courts to enforce.  

This amicus brief is presented by Sanctuary for Families and is joined by the National Organization 
for Women Foundation among other organizations. This amicus brief will focus on educating about 
the issue of domestic violence and DV lethality factors. It will also cover the specifics of the case 
such as how the court seemed to acknowledge grave risk but did not make any actual finding and 
why no ameliorative measures will prevent the extreme risk to mother and child if they are forced to 
return to Denmark.  

 

Cooper v. USALP 

Minnesota Supreme Court 

Issues: Title IX,  

Docket No, 23-0373 

Cooper v. USALP deals with the issue of discrimination based on gender identity. Ms. Cooper is a 
trans woman and competitive powerlifter and won summary judgment at the district level when the 
court found that USA Powerlifting engaged in unlawful discrimination when it excluded her from a 
local lifting competition. However, USA Powerlifting appealed and the intermediate appellate court 



reversed the decision. Ms. Cooper now goes to the Supreme Court to appeal the intermediate 
appellate court decision and was granted cert for review in early July.  

This case highlights the discriminatory practices that the transgender community faces and the 
need for further protections from harassment especially in athletics. Under the new Biden 
Administration Title IX regulations, protections for the LGBTQI+ community would be enhanced 
including the protection of transgender students to participate in the gendered sport that they 
identify with. However, 26 states have filed for injunctions against the implementation of these new 
Title IX rules, specifically arguing against the expansion of Title IX to include protections against 
discrimination for sexual orientation and gender identity. By excluding trans women from sports, a 
message is perpetuated that these individuals are not “feminine enough”, reinforcing sexist and 
racist stereotypes that harm all women and girls. The lack of acceptance for the protection of 
LGBTQI+ rights demonstrate a larger societal attitude that does not respect nor acknowledge the 
protections that these individuals deserve.  

The National Women’s Law Center, in conjunction with their law firm partner Covington & Burling 
LLP, presents this amicus brief along with the National Organization for Women Foundation and 
other organizations. The brief will focus on highlighting the voices of women and LGBTQI+ athletes 
in order to advocate for trans inclusion within sports. Additionally, the brief will explain why strong 
enforcement of non-discrimination laws in public accommodations is crucial for the fight for 
gender justice.  

 

 


