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CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY 

Equal Rights Amendment IS Ratified – American Bar Association Adopts Historic Resolution 

At its annual meeting in early August, the American Bar Association adopted a resolution which 
recognizes the Equal Rights Amendment as the 28th Amendment to the Constitution. The action by 
the ABA should be helpful in getting legislation which removes the 1972 deadline passed by 
Congress. A push to get this done before the end of the 118th Congress is underway. 

Columbia Law School’s ERA Project reported on this stunning development, writing, “In a major 
win for the Equal Rights Amendment, the American Bar Association (ABA) voted to recognize the 
ERA as the 28th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. On August 6th, 2024, an overwhelming majority 
of ABA’s House of Delegates adopted Resolution 601, urging governments at all levels – federal, 
state, local, administrative – to implement the ERA. The groundbreaking resolution also urges all 
bar associations to support recognition and implementation of the ERA. The ABA is the largest legal 
association of lawyers and law students in the world with a strong influence on the U.S. legal 
system. The ABA resolution is a monumental step toward finalization of the ERA.” 

An accompanying report that was issued by the ABA on the status of the ERA is available here. 

 

 Bus Tour Visits Congressional Districts Seeking Votes for ERA Discharge Petition 

A hardy group of ERA advocates, including Ellie Smeal, president of Feminist Majority, Carolyn 
Maloney, former long-time member of Congress, and current president of New York State NOW, 
Toni Van Pelt, former national president of NOW, headed up the effort to secure a handful of votes 
to move the ERA to a floor vote in the U.S. House. ERA Bus Tour: Get Off the Sidelines was the 
theme for the early September tour. The group visited Congressional District offices in New York 
and Pennsylvania, hoping to secure support from moderate Republican members to sign a petition 
to discharge ERA legislation from the House Judiciary committee. 

The National Organization for Women Foundation is a major financial supporter of the tour. 

A major push for floor votes in both the House and Senate is underway as the end of the 118th 
Congress approaches in December. All democratic members of the House have signed on to the 
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Discharge Petition which would force the deadline removal legislation, H.J. Res 25, sponsored by 
Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), out of the Republican-controlled House Judiciary Committee. A 
simple majority of members (218) is needed to force action. The same simple majority would be 
sufficient for passage on the House floor. H. J. Res. 25 affirms ratification of the ERA as well as 
declaring the deadline null and void. The action is seen as essential to remove any remaining doubt 
about the validity of the ERA’s ratification. If the Senate approves H.J. Res 25 or a companion 
measure, S.J. Res. 4, sponsored by Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD) and 53 co-sponsors. The latter bill was 
put to a vote in April 2023 but failed to overcome a threatened filibuster; however, Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), changed his vote at the last minute in order to bring it up again in 
the future. If the filibuster in a new vote can be lifted, there are 53 co-sponsors who would vote for 
passage. 

Providing all these steps are taken, this would clear the way for the Archivist of the United States, 
Dr. Colleen Shogun, to take the final steps in certifying remaining ratification measures and 
publishing the Equal Rights Amendment. The Archivist is acting only in a ministerial capacity and 
has no authority to refuse to certify and publish; likewise, the president of the United States has no 
legal authority to direct the Archivist to take any action relating to constitution amendments. 

Amending the constitution is delegated to the people and their elected representatives, bypassing 
the executive branch of government. See https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution 

 

VOTING RIGHTS 

Democrats Undertake Major Push for Voting Rights Legislation 

Seeing the 2024 general election season as the most propitious time to press for Congressional 
passage of voting rights legislation, Democratic Party leaders and key members of Congress are 
mounting a major campaign to get key pieces of legislation passed in the 118th Congress. The 
concern is that the U.S. Supreme Court has long acted to undercut voting rights (dismantling the 
landmark 1964 Voting Rights Act is one example) and Republican-led state legislatures are enacting 
numerous laws complicating and restricting voting access. 

Two key pieces of legislation being considered In Congress: Freedom to Vote Act and the John R. 
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. 

The Freedom to Vote Act, H.R. 11, sponsored by John Sarbanes (D-MD) with 216 co-sponsors 
addresses voter registration and voting access, election integrity and security, redistricting, and 
campaign finance, 
https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22congress%22%3A%5B%22118%22%5D%2C%22so
urce%22%3A%22all%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22Freedom+to+Vote%22%7D 

The Senate companion measure is S. 1, sponsored by Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), with 51 co-
sponsors.  

A second critical piece of legislation is the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, H.R. 14, 
sponsored in the House by Rep. Terri A Sewell (D-AL), with 217 cosponsors and, in the Senate, S. 1, 
sponsored by Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL), with 49 co-sponsors, 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution
https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22congress%22%3A%5B%22118%22%5D%2C%22source%22%3A%22all%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22Freedom+to+Vote%22%7D
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https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22congress%22%3A%5B%22118%22%5D%2C%22so
urce%22%3A%22all%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22John+Lewis+Voting+Rights+Advancement+A
ct%22%7D 

The John Lewis bill would restore and update many provisions of the 1964 Voting Rights Act. Vice 
President Kamala Harris is a strong advocate for both bills. In her speech accepting the Democratic 
nomination at the Democratic Convention, Harris urged passage of both bills, noting, “the freedom 
that unlocks all others, the freedom to vote”. 

Efforts aimed at passage began in earnest on Tuesday, September 10th, with a major lobby event 
when scores of activists – including NOW staff and officers -- visited Congressional offices to urge 
passage of the two bills. 
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