
 

4/29/2020 

 

Secretary Betsy DeVos 

Department of Education Building 

400 Maryland Ave, SW 

Washington, DC 20202 

 

Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, 

 

In light of your guidelines in the “Frequently Asked Questions about the Emergency Financial Aid 

Grants to Students”  on the $6 billion provided to the Department of Education by the CARES Act 1

preventing DACA recipients and undocumented students from accessing emergency relief funds, the 

undersigned  ___ organizations  write to demand you revise the exceptions to allow higher education 

institutions to use the emergency funds to provide aid to ALL students according to need and 

regardless of immigration status.  

 

While the country faces a frightening public health crisis, undocumented students have the added fear 

of deportation, and DACA recipients face a pending Supreme Court decision that could take away their 

work authorization and protection from deportation at any moment.  This is only made worse by 2

President Trump’s xenophobic comments  and racist policies targeted at immigrants.  The Department 3 4

of Education should endeavor to ameliorate the high stress circumstances students find themselves in, 

instead of exacerbating them, through erroneous comments to Congress regarding immigration 

enforcement on campuses  or by further denying aid. 5

 

Undocumented immigrants and DACA recipients do not qualify for any federal financial aid, however 

the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) provides a different and significant vehicle for 

delivering assistance to undocumented and DACA-holding students.  

 

There are currently an estimated 454,000 undocumented students in post-secondary education, 

216,000 of whom are DACA-eligible.  And while 21 states allow for in-state tuition rates and 13 of 6

those along with DC provide financial aid, the rest of the country puts undocumented students at a 
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disadvantage by requiring they pay international student rates to attend their institutions, with some 

going as far as completely forbidding undocumented people from enrolling.  Nevertheless, these 7

students are part of these communities, counted on to determine funding for each institution, and 

deserve as much relief as their peers.  

 

The CARES Act makes no differentiation between students based on immigration status and the HEERF 

should provide assistance to ALL students, regardless of immigration status. Undocumented students 

have already been left out of most federal relief aid.  They do not qualify for unemployment and were 8

left out of receiving relief checks for lacking a social security number, even while being taxpayers. In 

fact, the CARES Act excluded mixed status families from economic assistance. That means an 

undocumented student who is a spouse or parent of a U.S. citizen or immigrant with a social security 

number, could disqualify their entire household from critical economic relief. This unconscionable 

exclusion should not be reproduced throughout other benefits in the relief bill. 

 

We find ourselves in an unprecedented public health crisis, and entire sections of the population are 

being left out of relief packages, especially immigrant populations who make up large parts of the 

workers now deemed essential to the current efforts against COVID-19.  This is not only unfair and 9

grotesque abdication of responsibility by the federal government, as well as an immoral disregard for 

human life, it is also wholly counterproductive to the goals of stay-at-home orders and flattening the 

curve. When people are not given the resources to comply with federal health and safety guidelines , 10

they will have no choice but break them and find ways to generate income. 

 

Secretary DeVos, you can still redress this immoral exclusion by rescinding the guidance in the recent 

FAQ and releasing new guidance allowing and encouraging institutions to use the emergency funds to 

directly assist all their students, regardless of immigration status as well as committing to applying the 

same guidance for any future emergency relief funds.  

 

We expect this oversight to be rectified as soon as possible given the urgent need for relief for these 

students. 

 

Respectfully, 
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