
  The Affordable Care Act & 

Reproductive Health 

 

Though conservative lawmakers are advocating to repeal of the Affordable Care Act 

(ACA), this would leave 23 million without insurance coverage and result in an estimated 

43,000 deaths annually. The GOP has had their sights set on repealing the ACA since 

2010, and with Trump’s support they have a clear path to disrupt ACA protections such 

as coverage for pre-existing conditions, expansion of Medicaid coverage for low-income 

people, and subsidies for those not eligible for Medicaid. 

 

The repeal disproportionately impacts low-income women who rely on the ACA for their 

holistic healthcare needs. According to the Center for American Progress, approximately 

9.5 million women who were previously uninsured have gained health coverage through 

the ACA and 55 million women now have access to vital preventive care without copays 

or deductibles. These services include: annual exams, contraception, screening for 

sexually transmitted infections, and counseling for domestic and intimate partner 

violence. For the first time, the ACA made it illegal for federally funded health insurance 

providers to discriminate based on sex, race, national origin, and ability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By manipulating the budget appropriations process as well as the ACA repeal process, 

Congress intends to defund Planned Parenthood. Planned Parenthood receives federal 

funds primarily through the Title X family planning program and Medicaid 

reimbursements. By eliminating these federal funding mechanisms, Planned Parenthood 

will have to cut vital healthcare services such as mammograms, prenatal care, and birth 

control. Planned Parenthood predominantly serves low-income women, women of color,

young women, and immigrant women; these communities will be disproportionately

impacted by GOP efforts to eliminate women’s healthcare choices. 

 

 

The ACA & Planned Parenthood Defunding 

The ACA is a women's Issue



The American Health Care Act not only seeks to strip access to affordable birth control, 

but also to limit affordable access to annual exams, contraception, screening for sexually 

transmitted infections, and counseling for domestic and intimate partner violence. These 

provisions are part of  the ACA’s ten essential health benefits (EHB). The amended 

version of the AHCA empowers states to opt out of these EHB to cut costs at the price of 

women’s lives. Even worse, the AHCA allows insurers to treat sexual assault, domestic 

violence, postpartum depression, pregnancy, and Caesarean sections as preexisting 

conditions. Before the ACA, insurers were legally able to classify these experiences as 

pre-existing conditions, and increase the cost of coverage as a result. As a provision of 

the recently passed House version of the AHCA, it's possible insurers may do so again.

How THE AHCA HURTS WOMEN
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The ACA covers all FDA approved birth control methods prescribed by a doctor. These 

include: diaphragms and sponges, birth control pills, vaginal rings, intrauterine devices 

(IUDs), and emergency contraception such as Plan B®. If the ACA is repealed, many 

women will have to pay out of pocket for birth control, making it less accessible and 

costlier. Every year, the ACA saves women 1.4 billion dollars in birth control copays.

The ACA & Birth Control


