REDIRECT EXCESS DEFENSE SPENDING TO HUMAN AND
ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS AND JOB CREATION

March 25, 2009
Dear Senator/Representative:

We are writing in support of reducing unnecessary Department of Defense (DOD) spending
in the Fiscal Year 2010 budget resolution and appropriations subcommittee allocations.
Americans need a security strategy that keeps us safer and costs less. We urge you to
reduce excess Department of Defense spending to help meet domestic discretionary needs.

The President’s FY10 budget outline calls for $534 billion for DOD. That is an increase of $9
billion beyond inflation. In addition, separate supplemental appropriations continue to provide
most of the money for the wars in Irag and Afghanistan, some $130 billion for FY10. Nuclear
weapons and some miscellaneous military costs could add an estimated $23 billion for a
national security total of $557 billion.

Even though we are encouraged that this outline calls for a smaller increase than in recent
years, it continues a relentless increase in DOD spending to a higher level than at any point
since World War Il. This does not make sense in a time of fiscal crisis. Indeed, this budget
continues to fund strategies of a bygone era, against an enemy that disappeared last
century. Even commanding generals attest that many of today’s security challenges do not
have military solutions. We believe that if we do not begin to make actual reductions in
military spending, we cannot adequately meet needs here at home.

We must turn back the harsh trend of rising poverty, unemployment, hunger and
homelessness. We can extend opportunity and security for families in all walks of life by
expanding health care coverage and affordable housing, making college attainable to more
students, supporting the financial and nutritional needs of low-income families, investing in a
far-reaching policy that will develop cleaner sources of energy and protect the planet by
reducing global warming pollution, and generate good jobs to rebuild our middle class.

This is a time when we need to do all we can to boost programs that create jobs and
stimulate the economy. While military spending does create jobs, a study by University of
Massachusetts economists® found that public dollars invested in health care, education,
mass transit, or construction for home weatherization and infrastructure create more jobs
than investing an equivalent amount in the military.

In today’s world, we need a broader definition of security; greater defense spending does not
guarantee greater security. True security for individuals and families lies in the ability to
provide for their needs.

Sincerely,
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*Alternative Public Spending: Effects on Job Creation, University of Massachusetts-Amherst,
Economics Department (October 2007)
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